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“Why did 
I have to leave a wife in

Tennessee and come to California 
and get mixed up with a faggot?”

Text is from a letter from 
James “Hazel” McGuinness to Jose Sarria.

Many thanks to the GLBT Historical Society 
for providing access to this historical record.



However, I was given to 
understand that everyone else in the 

house thinks he is good looking.

THEY will 

stand up for 

me, so FUCK 

YOU!

“Stick your fuckin’
candle dinners up your ass!”



“I spent all
my money today but I wasn’t 

worried - you’ll take care of me.” “NO!”



“Will you let me in?”
“Two people propositioned

me today right here in this house
- one offered me $25.”



“I don’t have to stay here when
lots of people like me - I’m young
and attractive - a hell of a lot better

lookin than you are.”

(45 minutes later, he 
was ringing the door 
bell to beat all hell...)



“Well you’ve sure as hell 
seen the last of ME!”

“I’m no fuckin’
good to leave my wife and

twin boys.”



“I wanna go back and you’re 
gonna give me the money. 

 
Give me two dollars and I’ll go.”

Hazel replies to this:
“But I don’t owe you two dollars!”


